
   
 

This week we will be taking what we learned last week about 

discussions and applying it to our theme work to come up with a 

discussion about deforestation.  

Monday 

Today we are going to look at the problems with deforestation. 

There are two videos you can watch to help you understand this. 

Take notes while you watch. 

This is a brief (2 minutes) video from National Geographic that 

explains quickly what deforestation is and why it happens. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic-J6hcSKa8 

This second video is a short documentary (12 minutes) that you 

can watch if you have time. It is much more detailed, and it is a 

little complicated, but it is very interesting, and you will get a 

much better idea of what is happening in the Amazon. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAZAKPUQMw0 

 

After you watch the video, please read ‘Where the Rainforest 

Meets the Sea.’ This is a separate document. 

 

What is your opinion about deforestation? Speak to a family 

member or friend about what you think. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ic-J6hcSKa8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAZAKPUQMw0


   
 

 

 

Tuesday 

So, yesterday we looked at the negatives of deforestation. You 

might be wondering why such a bad thing is allowed to happen! 

There must be some reasons that they’re allowed to keep doing it, 

can you think of any? 

 

 Put simply, the Amazon keeps getting cut down for  

1. Land for new farms & buildings 

2. To use wood for building 

3. To use wood to make paper 

 This is all because we need a lot of products that come from 

the Amazon. We depend on Brazil for a lot of our beef, wood, 

paper, palm oil, bananas and many other things. Some 

deforestation must happen for them to keep producing things 

that we use. 



   
 

 

This chart shows how much people in the UK spend on Brazilian 

imports every year. The number is going down, but we still spend 

3 billion dollars a year on Brazilian goods, including beef, wood 

and paper. Would you say no to $3,000,000,000? Is it fair to ask 

another country to say no to that much money? And that’s just 

from the UK! The Amazon gives jobs, money and food to millions 

of Brazilian people, and lots of products to people all over the 

world. 

 

Also, is it fair for people in the UK to tell Brazil what to do? We 

have destroyed much of our own forests for the same reasons 

that Brazil are doing so today, just look at how much smaller 

Sherwood forest in Nottingham has become in the last 233 years. 



   
 

 

Could we use our experience in the UK to warn Brazil about what 

might happen if they continue to destroy forests at the rate they 

are doing today? Could we help them to understand the 

consequences of their actions? Could we even become less 

reliant on Brazilian imports by recycling more, wasting less and 

trying to use more British products?  

 

Your task today is to think of some solutions to the problem of 

deforestation. We can’t just simply say ‘Stop!’ as millions of 

Brazilian people would lose their jobs and we would lose lots of 

things we use every day. So, what can we do? 

There are some solutions below but try to think of your own 

ideas before you check. 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 

Some solutions people are trying are: 

1. Project REDD. This would make countries who produce lots 

of greenhouse gasses and emissions pay countries like Brazil 

to keep their forests. This would mean Brazil can get money 

without having to destroy the Amazon. 

2. Eco-Forestry or Re-forestation. Where you have permission 

to cut down some trees, but you must plant the same 

amount, or more, trees than you use. 

3. Recycling. This would mean that less trees need to be cut 

down to make paper, as we can use the same paper 

multiple times.  

4. Buy local produce. If we bought British Beef and other 

products instead of Brazilian, they would not have to use as 

much land for cattle farms. 

5. Buy sustainable produce from Brazil. Some products we buy 

from Brazil, such as Fairtrade Bananas, are farmed in a way 

that they don’t destroy forests. 

 

 

Wednesday 

Today you are going to plan your balanced discussion. 

As a starter, tell someone or write down what you remember 

about deforestation. 

 

Once you do that, use this format to list some reasons that 

deforestation happens, some of the consequences of 



   
 

deforestation and finally some solutions that are fair on both 

sides. Check the videos and your work from Monday and Tuesday 

to help you. 

 

This is available as a separate attachment. (Discussion Planning 

Format.) 

 

Here are some pros and cons to help you, but you need to 

decide which are reasons for and which are reasons against. 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 

Thursday 

Today you are going to write your discussion! You have done a 

lot of hard work over the last two weeks so be proud of the work 

you produce. 

We have included a checklist so you can check that you have 

included all of the important bits. 

I have also attached an example of a balanced argument, if you 

want to refresh your memory or magpie some phrases it could be 

good to quickly read through it. We have highlighted some 

useful terms you might like to use. 

 

 

Please share any completed work to your class celebration email, 

we love to see it! 



   
 

 

Should dogs be kept on leads in parks? 

Most parks allow dog owners to walk their dogs on the fields for free. For many 

years there has been great debate about whether or not dogs should be kept on 

leads during this time. 

Firstly, it is far safer for children playing in the park if the dogs are kept on their 

leads; some dogs may be aggressive therefore they are more likely to bite humans. 

It is known that 50% of children, mostly boys, are bitten by a dog each year. In 

addition to this, if a dog is kept on their lead they are less likely to run away. 

When using a lead the owner is able to keep their dog at their side at all times. 

Shockingly, over 500,000 dogs in the United Kingdom go missing each year due to 

owners not using leads. Also, the majority of cats are frightened of dogs. If dogs 

are kept under control then cats are also able to freely explore and exercise in 

the park. Studies have shown that cats appear more comfortable to leave their 

house and garden when dogs are restricted by a lead. 

On the other hand, it is very well understood that dogs require exercise every 

day. Therefore, dogs need the space and freedom to run around and fully exercise 

their body. This is not possible when being held on a lead because dogs are able 

to run three times as fast as humans. Furthermore, dogs need to be able to 

socialise with other dogs. This allows them to build friendly relationships with 

other canines. Research suggests that dogs are less aggressive when they 

frequently interact with other dogs. Finally, many people believe the use of leads 

to be cruel. This is because there is the risk of choking if a dog tries to run. Dogs 

are well known for suddenly bursting into a sprint when they see something of 

interest; therefore the collar and lead around their neck could be dangerous. 

In conclusion, I feel that dogs should be kept on a lead when in public parks, 

especially at peak times, as this is much safer for both humans and dogs. Ideally, 

there should be areas created especially for dogs within all parks. 

 



   
 

 

 

 

Friday 

This week we are continuing to look at adding –ly to words 

ending in l to turn an adjective into an adverb.  

When words end in ‘-l’, just add –ly, such as careful – carefully 

 

 

Answers below: 



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


